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President 

Greg Scott 

 

I am a visual sociologist at DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
My involvement with IVSA dates back to 2008, when I first became a member. In 2012, I was 
elected to the IVSA Board of Directors. Two years later, then president Doug Harper 
appointed me to the Technology Advisor position on the board. In that role I managed all of 
IVSA’s online activities, including the redevelopment of our website and the integration of 
our site with social media and financial accounts. Then, in 2017, I ran successfully for 
president of IVSA. Since the 2018 meeting in Évry, I have served as IVSA president, and I 
have loved nearly every minute of it! 
 
As president, I think I have made good on most of my 2017 campaign promises: (1) increase 
our degree of professionalization and operational efficiency; (2) enhance the transparency 
of decision-making; (3) systematize regular, substantive communications with membership; 
and (4) develop longer-term strategic planning processes for all IVSA priorities and activities.  
 
If I were re-elected for another term, I would work toward achieving the following 
organizational goals: (1) foster innovative collaborations with other associations; (2) become 



more member-driven; (3) assume a more concerted, action-oriented position vis-à-vis anti-
racist and anti-colonialist movements; (4) continue developing internal resources and 
opportunities for early career scholars; (5) improve our capacity to cultivate and ensure 
more diverse leadership; (6) continue navigating (and even thriving) in an epoch shaped 
heavily by the COVID-19 pandemic; and (7) ensure the overall strength, viability, and 
relevance of our organization. 
 

Vice-President 

Susan Hansen 

 

I am Chair of the Visual and Arts-based Methods Group at Middlesex University, London. I 
have a background in ethnomethodology and conversation analysis and a PhD in Social 
Psychology. Although these are approaches usually confined to the analysis of transcribed 
video or audio data, in my current work I seek to apply some of the key methodological 
tenets of these approaches to the analysis of visual data. Current projects include a British 
Academy funded video-elicitation study of household activity spaces in the UK, US, Spain 
and Italy during the COVID-19 pandemic (with Greg Scott & Yolanda Hernández-Albújar). 
 
I have been an IVSA board member for 4 years, and I am also on the Editorial Board of the 
IVSA’s journal, Visual Studies. The experience of serving on the IVSA’s Executive Board has 
been incredibly enriching and rewarding, both professionally and personally. During this 
time, I have served on a range of committees, and have been involved in a variety of 
initiatives, including the co-development of our Equity & Diversity committee, the 
implementation of an evaluation survey for our annual conference, and the ‘What’s Up with 
the IVSA’ monthly newsletters to members. I am committed to the ongoing health and 
vitality of the IVSA, and to serving the needs of IVSA members. I am particularly keen to 
connect with and support early career and geographically dispersed members, and to 
develop further opportunities for non-traditional forms of leadership and scholarship to 
emerge. I am excited about the future of visual sociology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board Member 
 
Ernesto Noronha 
 

 

I hold a PhD in Social Sciences from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India, and I 
am currently Professor of Organizational Behaviour at the Indian Institute of Management 
Ahmedabad, India, where I teach courses on Research Methodology and Sociology of Work 
and Employment, to postgraduate and doctoral students. I have had a longstanding interest 
in visual sociology and IVSA seems to be my natural home. The IVSA conferences that I have 
attended in the last 5 years were always welcoming and intellectually stimulating.   
 
With regard to the skill sets that I would bring to the Board if elected, I would like to state 
that since the last two years, I am an Section Editor with the Journal of Business Ethics 
which has provided me the editorial experience of handling manuscripts from across the 
world. I can contribute significantly to the Visual Studies journal in any capacity possible. 
Besides this, I have been on the scientific committees of other conferences like the IAWBH 
and hence can contribute to the scientific committee of the annual IVSA conferences.  
Further, my being from the Global South will not only add to the diversity of the Board but 
bring in a different perspective that would enhance the inclusivity of IVSA. It would be my 
endeavour to contribute to the financial strength of IVSA by encouraging researchers from 
across the globe to be a part of this organization. Moreover, I will uphold the principles of 
the IVSA and maintain its integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board Member 
 
Gaby David 
 

 
 
I am a Franco-Uruguayan scholar engaged in visual sociology since 2008, and the IVSA 
conference first in Buenos Aires and then in 2010 in Bologna. In 2016 at IVSA's Lillehammer 
meeting, I was awarded the Jon Rieger dissertation prize, and in the 2017 meeting in 
Montreal I organized one of the preconference workshops. I continue to contribute to visual 
sociology and am a community builder. I have successfully combined European, Latin and 
North American scholarship and collaborate across Faculties and Departments without 
hesitation, and work in several languages. Therefore probably my biggest strengths come 
from the fact that I am a multi-disciplinary scholar and have a multicultural background. I 
have worked and studied in four countries (France, United States, Uruguay and Israel), and 
hold a Masters degree in Fine Arts (France), and a PhD in Visual Sociology (from the EHESS). 
I am a fellow at the Institut de Recherche sur le Cinéma et l’Audiovisuel (IRCAV) à la 
Sorbonne Nouvelle within the Mobile Creation group, where I pursue research on mobile 
visual cultures and am a member fellow at TransCrit (Transferts Critiques anglophones) at 
Paris 8. Currently, I am coediting two special issues : “Shame, Shaming, and Online Image 
Sharing” (for First Monday), and “Foodporn: The mobiles of desire for the journal 
Communication et langages”. I teach at both undergraduate and graduate levels in Paris. 

What can I bring to the board? I am sure each member brings different points of view. Mine 
is that of a multinational Latina, someone who daily lives in plurilanguages, feels and grasps 
the world in its multiple diversities. I believe that if we want our association to become even 
more varied, the representation in the board needs to echo it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Board Member 

Han Sang Kim 

 

(1) I am an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Ajou University in Suwon, South Korea. 
My research interests with regard to visual sociology include ethnomethodology-influenced 
interpretation methods for cinematic experiences, the sociology of post/colonial film 
archives, and the visual sociology of cognitive mobilities. My essays can be found in the 
Journal of Asian Studies, Journal of Korean Studies, and Inter-Asia Cultural Studies. I was the 
inaugural programmer of the Cinematheque KOFA at the Korean Film Archive in Seoul. 

(2) If elected, I hope to contribute to IVSA’s geographical expansion. Since visual 
sociologists in Asia are extremely marginalized, I believe IVSA can function as an effective 
hub for scholars scattered and isolated in the discipline of sociology in this region. I will 
encourage some of my colleagues in the sociological fields of Asia who are interested in 
visual methods to join IVSA and hopefully form an informal study group to prepare a 
possible IVSA branch or partner association based in Asia. If circumstances permit, I would 
like to bring IVSA’s annual meeting to South Korea within the next three years, which I hope 
will be a great opportunity for many young Korean scholars to encounter visual sociology as 
a corporeal potentiality in their academic career by learning from our members’ diverse 
research topics. I believe IVSA’s geographical expansion will also contribute to the 
association’s diversity and sensibilities regarding non-Western visuality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board Member 
 
Molly Merryman 
 

 
 

I am committed to the IVSA board and steering us through the disruptions caused by COVID, 
such as postponing our 2020 conference. I want to stay involved as we look for alternatives 
so that we can safely meet, connect and share our work. IVSA is more than a professional 
organization to me--it is my intellectual and interpersonal "home." I have met the most 
loving, smart, funny and compassionate people through IVSA-- whose scholarly and creative 
work excite and challenge me.  

I am dedicated to continuing to expand the diversity of our organization: geographic 
representation, employment status and economic abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and disabilities. Our organization is stronger and more interesting because 
we are open and encouraging. At my first IVSA meeting, I was included in a way that I'd 
never experienced before at a scholarly association, and I endeavor to always do the same. 
It matters to me that IVSA is an organization that looks at itself, questions itself and works 
on improving its policies and behaviors. I want to continue to be involved in these efforts.  

I am a scholar of gender and sexuality who primarily uses documentary film methodologies 
in my scholarship. I am the director of the Center for the Study of Gender & Sexuality at 
Kent State University.   I am the research director for the Queer Britain Museum, for whom I 
am creating the Virtually Queer online video-based oral history collection. 

https://queerbritain.org.uk/virtually-queer  

https://queerbritain.org.uk/history-2020-queer-pandemic-project 

 

 

 

 

 



Board Member 

Morena La Barba 

 

I’m a senior lecturer and founding member of the Visual Sociology Unit at the University of 
Geneva where I teach courses on visual methodologies and visual creation for social science. 
I studied political science and women’s studies at the University of Bologna and completed 
my training in documentary filmmaking and journalism in Italy. In my PhD dissertation in 
sociology, I have directed a sociological film. 

I have made several research mandates with film productions for public organizations and 
civil society about the history and memory of Italian migration (with particular reference to 
voluntary associations and cinema), interculturality and the political participation of young 
people and migrants. 

In my work perspective, visual sociology includes filmic sociology and stands out as public 
sociology: an epistemologically founded sociology, where sociological knowledge is possible 
thanks to an awareness of the researcher’s subjectivity and its values. Intersubjective 
relations, the development of a reflexive attitude, and the ethical dimension are at the heart 
of the research process. This vision implies the logic of social change and structural 
transformation; the practices of collaboration, participation, intervention; the restitution, 
communication and dissemination of the results of our research to the different groups 
involved and the public sphere. 

As board member my intention is a) To contribute towards a reflection on the strategies of 
recognition and academic legitimization of the visual and filmic sociology, and on the forms 
of production and diffusion of the sociological film; b) To develop a constructive pluralism 
and multilingualism within the IVSA, even in committees, meetings, congress sessions, and 
VSJ. 

 

 


